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The weather may have turned cold this week but the last fortnight has reminded us all in school of the warmth 
that we as humans can share with each other and our communities.  Giving Nations week is always a challenge 
for the Year 9 students. Their focus on ‘life chances’ and particularly the issue of homelessness becomes more 
important as we look out of our windows at the winter scene this morning.  

The Amber Foundation is a gem in North Devon and I was delighted by the achievements of our motivated 
students but also the empathy and passion with which they shared their experiences. The conversations I 
have had with them have made me reflect on my thoughts and actions towards those who find themselves 
on the street.  I would challenge you to find out more.   Maybe this weekend when you are in town offer 
some hope and kindness to those whose ‘life chances’ have not fallen so kindly; a warm drink, food or kind 
words. Acknowledging each other is half the battle. We hope that our lives continue to be dealt ‘life chance’ 
cards that will help us reach our life goals but it can turn on a sixpence.    

As Mr Larkman (Head of Key Stage 4) reminded Year 11 this week as they head towards their mock exams, 
‘life is hard, there are no short cuts to achieving your goals’.   Building resilience in our young people is so 
important as it permeates their lives beyond the classroom.
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Giving Nations Week - Life Chances
“Help us this week to think of others and to respond to your call to love 
and serve others. Open our hearts and minds so that we can see the reality 
of other peoples lives and inspire and challenge us to make a difference 
wherever we can.” 

Year 9 pupils rose to the challenge of this year’s Giving Nations 
week and had a variety of different experiences throughout the 
week.

Supporting the Amber Foundation, the pupils were challenged to 
develop a deeper understanding of how our lives can change when the 
hand we are dealt is thrown off course by one event.

The week started with a presentation from the charity as well as a 
visit to the Amber Foundation,  
before moving on to refurbishing 
the Key Stage 3 common room. 
They planned and budgeted for 
fundraising activities on Friday, 
and raised over £520 to donate to 
the Amber Foundation. They also 
cooked and prepared 150 items of 
food to sell at break time.

On Thursday the pupils were 
challenged to spend 13 hours outside to try and get an understanding 
of the day in the life of a person who is homeless. The pupils were given 
a budget of £3 to spend on food. They were also given life chances cards 
that sometimes had positive and sometimes negative experiences.

The pupils walked for a few hours carrying their possessions, including  
the provisions they had purchased and ended the day building shelters 
from cardboard and spending four hours outside at school as the 
weather turned colder and it went dark. This was a tough experience 
for all.

Feedback on lessons learnt gave a real insight into the challenges that 
they faced:

“I think volunteering is very 
significant especially in this day 
and age as everything is beginning 
to revolve around the ‘reward’ of 
money which is causing us to lose 
our basic morality qualities.”

“Volunteering is important 
because it helps up reflect on 
ourselves as well as helping the 
less fortunate.”

Bath Half Marathon 
Places for Amber 

Foundation
For the first year ever Amber 
has spaces in the Bath Half 
Marathon. 

The event will take place on 
17th March but all runners 
have to sign up by Thursday 
7th February at 4pm at the 
absolute latest. 

The Bath Half, affectionately 
known as the “Bat Half”, is one 
of the longest established and 
most popular city centre road 
events in the UK. The course is 
flat and fast making it perfect 
for all abilities, whether you 
are wanting to attempt your 
first half marathon or are 
a more seasoned runner 
seeking a personal best. 

Anyone interested in more 
information or to sign up 
can visit the Amber website 
- amberweb.org/what-you-
can-do/bathhalf/
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E-Safety - Social Media and 
Mental Health

In talking to our students, the rise in the use of social media is one of the fears of new students arriving at a 
school. Will they fit in? What phone do they have? Who will they keep in touch with? It is now a necessary part 
of a teenager’s make-up, but it doesn’t have to be!

The use of YouTube and content on social media is alarming. It is not rated and regulated in the same way as 
films are, and it is not controlled by agencies who have an interest in the welfare of our students.

The rise in teenage mental health problems is concerning and coincides 
with the rise in social media. The rise in isolation and only communicating 
through a phone is increasing.

Parental control and knowledge of where and what your children are 
viewing is important as the effect is unknown. Can we afford to ignore it?

This was highlighted recently by the sad news of Molly Russell -  
www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-47019912

Terrific Performances as Trinity Hosts 
ISA Cross Country

Trinity School were again delighted to host the ISA Cross Country 
South West competition in Haldon Forest last week.

Many Trinity pupils across the age groups competed against many 
other schools who travelled to take part. A special mention must go to 
over 20 of our Sixth Form who acted as marshals for the day, without 
whom the event would not have been possible. 

Top 10 finishes came from:-

• U14 Girls - Amelie Coen (6)

• U14 Boys - Eric Galvao (6), Nelson 
Porter (9) and overall 2nd place 
out of 12 schools.

• U16 Girls - Livvy Lawrence (3), 
Evie Daniel (7)

• U16 Boys - Dan Mountford (10) 
and overall 3rd place out of 11 
schools.

• U20 Boys - Lombe Mumba (1), 
Ben White (2), Niall Perryman (3), 
Tom Finneran (4), Ben Perryman 
(5) and Joe Hill (6) - unsurprisingly 
overall 1st place out of 9 schools.
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Inspiring Visit to Plymouth University 
STEM Showcase

The Year 7 and 8 trip to the Plymouth University STEM showcase 
created lots of curiosity. 

Students attended a variety of talks including one on Magic Shapes 
and another on Pyromania by 
a Professor of Chemistry and 
firework enthusiast. 

Then it was onto the STEM 
showcase which was full of 
the latest technology and fun 
applications with everything 
from robots to tsunami wave 
machines. Students were 
encouraged to reflect on what they enjoyed and learnt, and had some 
really interesting feedback.

“Being greeted by a robot was fascinating, it made me think about how 
robots are engineered.”

“I think it is important that people understand how awesome STEM subjects 
are!”

“We got to see the impact of plastic in the seas and it made me think about 
how we should stop using so much plastic and recycle.”

The school ski trip will be taking place between 15th and 22nd 
December 2019.

Open to pupils from Year 4 (current 3) to Sixth Form, skiers will be 
heading to the fantastic resort of Sestriere in Italy for six days of skiing, 
staying at the hotel Villaggio Olimpico.

The hotel has a swimming pool and is just one minute from the slopes. 
The hotel will provide a buffet 
at breakfast, lunch and dinner. 
Ski school, ski hire and lifts are 
within walking distance of the 
hotel. Evening activities will 
include Ice-skating, flood-lit 
night ski, sledging, karaoke and 
quiz.

Please contact Miss Moss 
for further information on  
mossj@trinityschool.co.uk.

Sestriere - Ski Trip December 2019
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Year 8 have been exploring the connections between Maths and 
Art in their Art lessons. 

They have been creating repeat patterns using symmetry, rotation and 
tessellation inspired by the art of Ernst Haeckel. Exploring Maths with a 
very visual and kinaesthetic approach has been challenging but has led 
to some very artistic and creative pieces of work. 

Art Meets Maths

National ISA 6-a-side Tournament
On Monday two teams travelled up towards Nottingham for the U14 
and U16 National ISA 6-a-side football tournament at Nottingham 
University.  

After a steady journey to Stratford upon Avon, the teams settled into 
a YHA, a new overnight stay for us which was excellent. The students 
then enjoyed an evening meal in town in preparation for the morning.

Both teams had their ups and downs, with the format of 10 minutes per 
game, played on a half pitch, providing opportunities for highs as well 
as lows, with the slightest mistakes often leading to goals. The Under 14 
team had a tough opening match against the eventual group winners 
who were ruthless. The team played better in following matches but 
failed to convert chances. They progressed through to the Shield 
knockout phase but lost in the semi-finals. It was a hard day at the office.

The Under 16 team performed well in their group, improving with each 
match but just coming up short against the eventual group winners. 
They progressed out of their group into the Bowl competition which 
saw them produce a confident performance in the semi-finals to win 
through to the final. In the final, we went ahead early on and with 3 
minutes to go things looked good.  A shot against the post and the 
momentum swung like the ice cold wind and the opposition scored 
two quick goals. Time ticked away and the team were unable to net the 
ball. It was still a very successful tournament for the U16 who showed 
great commitment throughout the tournament.

The journey back was slow as the snow came down around Birmingham 
causing traffic to snarl up.  The teams arrived back late but were a credit 
to the school in terms of their attitude and behaviour.
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Last Sunday 27th January was Holocaust Memorial Day and pupils 
across the school have been learning about the Holocaust. 

There was a special KS3 Chapel this week led by myself in which pupils 
and staff listened to a story of a Holocaust survivor which you can see 
here - www.youtube.com/watch?v=bmw39gMkkFI. 

It is a powerful and engaging animated story produced by the BBC. 
Do take a moment to watch it if you can. As I said to KS3, we learn 
from and connect with  history by understanding it through human 
stories. All pupils were then asked to reflect on the voice they have in 
the world (think how many conversations we might 
have in a day, then a week and then a year) and 
were encouraged to choose the language of love, 
unity and reconciliation and not division.

There are also excellent resources available via the 
Holocaust Memorial Day Trust here www.hmd.org.
uk/resources/  if you want to explore this important 
topic further.

Rev J

Holocaust Memorial Day
Year 7 organised a mini cake 
sale during last Friday’s 
break time in aid of two 
charities.

The pupils raised the money as 
part of their ‘tenner challenge’, 
and all proceeds from the sale 
and a sponsored bike ride will 
be split between Dogs for the 
Blind and Primrose Hospice.

Cake Sale

Richard’s Wish Charity Donation
Teignmouth Park 

Run
Both MD Halls boarder 
Lombe and Head of MD Halls 
Mr Lovett have been regular 
participants in Teignmouth 
Park Run in recent weeks.

On Saturday Lombe finished 
2nd, and we hope that his 
impressive performances 
inspire Mr Lovett over the next 
few runs!

Pupils in Year 11 presented their donation to Richard’s Wish this 
week after their fundraising events last term.

The cheque presentation was made to Richard’s Wish - a local charity in 
Dawlish set up in memory of Richard Cridge by his family. Their aim is 
to raise much needed funds to provide a child, teenager or young adult 
undergoing treatment for cancer with a wish.

Pupils held a Bring and Buy sale as well as other fundraising events to 
provide a significant sum to this fantastic charity.
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Commendations

Key Stage Commendations

House Key
L - Luscombe
P - Powderham
U - Ugbrooke

Sixth Form

Anthony Gao (P) Jeff He (L) Lynn Li (P)

Headmaster’s Commendations
Key Stage 3

Evie Daniel (P) Ben Ellis-Jeavons (U)

Ethan Rawlins (U) Haddow Hales-Lavercombe (U) Anatole Kacar (L)

Evie Daniel (P) Ben Ellis-Jeavons (U) Tom Nicol (L)

Key Stage 3

Amelie Coen (L) Matthew Smith (P) Owen Rawlins (U) Lottie Brown (L)

Henry Dobson (U) Lily Marder (U) Lauren Jeffery (U)

Ali Majid (L) Charlie Scarff (U) Joe Caines (L)

Key Stage 4

Henry Gates (L) Livvy Lawrence (L) Tom Timoney-White (L) Elif Nalcaci (L)

Megan Allsop (U) Aaron Heise (P) Adam Furneaux (P) Tom Finneran (U)

Key Stage 4

Joe Caines (L) Edward Smith (P)

Sixth Form

Paula Slogar (L) Antony Gao (P) Joost Uffmann (L) Chiara Langel (U) [2]

Leo Zong (P) Greg Wu (P) Jeff He (L) Lynn Li (P)

Jil Peters (L) Marlene Engels (U) Lombe Mumba (P) Claus Yang (U)
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Upcoming Key Dates
Day Date Time Event
Sunday 3rd Feb - Boarders Trip to Kent’s Cavern

Monday 4th Feb All Week Week 18 (Purple) - Catering 
Week 2

Monday 4th Feb 3.00pm U12/13 Dodgeball v Stover (H)

Monday 4th Feb 4.00pm U12 Netball CVL Paignton

Tuesday 5th Feb All Day Whole School Safer Internet 
Day

Tuesday 5th Feb All Day Year 5 Technology Impact Day

Tuesday 5th Feb 12.00pm - 1.30pm Chinese New Year Themed 
Lunch

Tuesday 5th Feb 2.00pm U14/15 Volleyball v 
Bramdean (A)

Tuesday 5th Feb 3.00pm U15 Football v Stover (A)

Tuesday 5th Feb 3.00pm U14 Netball v St John’s (A)

Thursday 7th Feb 3.00pm U13 Football v St Jospeh’s (A)

Thursday 7th Feb 5.30pm - 8.00pm Year 9 Options Evening

Friday 8th Feb All Day Silver DofE Training Walk

Friday 8th Feb 3.00pm U16 Football v St John’s (A)

Weekend 8th - 10th 
Feb - CCF RN Junior Leadership 

Weekend - HMS Raleigh

Saturday 9th Feb - Clip n Climb Boarders Trip

Sunday 10th Feb - Plymouth Raiders Boarders 
Trip

Monday 11th Feb All Week Year 11 Mock Examination 
Week

Monday 11th Feb All Week Week 19 (Green) - Catering 
Week 3

Monday 11th Feb - Year 8 HPV Immunisation Visit

Monday 11th Feb 4.00pm U13 Netball CVL Paignton

Tuesday 12th Feb 2.30pm U13/15 Netball v Kingsley 
School (A)

Tuesday 12th Feb 2.45pm U12/13 Football v St John’s (H)

Tuesday 12th Feb 3.45pm U15 Football v St John’s (H)

Wednesday 13th Feb 12.00pm - 1.30pm Sushi Making Demonstration - 
The Salle

Thursday 14th Feb -
Inter-House Photography 
Competition Submission 
Deadline

Thursday 14th Feb All Day Year 9 English Trip to 
Princetown

Thursday 14th Feb 12.00pm - 1.30pm St Valentine Themed Lunch

Friday 15th Feb 3.40pm Half Term Starts. Note: school 
coaches leave at 4.00pm

A friendly match between two 
boarding communities ended 
in a dominant win for Trinity 
boarders against Sherborne.

Players had taken the initiative 
in the run-up to the match, 
organising the team and 
practising independently all 
week.  

Their hard work certainly paid 
off in the 11-1 win with strong 
performances all over the pitch. 
We are really proud of our boys 
and girl, and we look forward to 
the return fixture.

Boarders Success in 
Football Friendly


